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SKKU WAVE 
(K-COIL) 
program

• Launched in May 2023 to promote students’ intercultural 
exchanges and learning.

• Joined the pilot program in Fall, 2023.
• Undergraduate course: “Foundation of Curriculum 

Studies” (FCS)
• In collaboration with a lecturer from the National 

Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological 
University (NIE-NTU)

• Participated in the official program since Spring, 2024.
• Co-developed a new undergraduate/graduate course: 

“Schooling in a Future Society” (SFS)

• SKKU is at the beginning stage of running a COIL 
curriculum.



The Context of 
SKKU

• One of the big 5 elite colleges in Korea

• Despite students’ strong academic abilities, their English 
proficiency is greatly varied.

• Despite the university’s strive for internationalization, students’ 
exposure to intercultural experiences is greatly varied. 

• School of Education/Department of Education (DOE) is one of 
the most localized schools/departments because students 
are prepared for teaching profession in the Korean public 
education system. 



Pilot Stage (Fall, 2023): Foundation of 
Curriculum Studies

• One of the required courses for students of the DOE

• “Start small”

• Korean-medium course with some international content (e.g. curriculum 
theories, examples of national curricula, global issues in curriculum studies)

• Assigned 2 weeks of the 15 weeks to collaborate with partner instructor
• 1st week: participatory class observation (Korean & English)
• 2nd week: partner instructor led the session, introducing the Singapore 

education system and national curriculum (English)



Pilot Stage (Fall, 2023): Foundation of Curriculum Studies



Pilot Stage (Fall, 2023): Foundation of Curriculum Studies



What I Learned from The Pilot

• Many students are much interested to learn about other 
countries’ education systems and issues.

• Despite students’ diverse English proficiency and shyness, they 
were excited and enjoyed interacting with the partner instructor.

• Student-centered, participatory approach is much more 
appropriate than lecture format to stimulate their engagement 
with the partner instructor.



Intermediate Stage (Spring, 2024): Schooling 
in a Future Society (SFS)

• Collaborated with partner instructor 
to design a new course, including 
course content, readings, assignments, 
and projects.

• Designed a new, English-medium 
course targeted to upper-
undergraduate, masters’ students, 
and exchange students.

Course Syllabus



Intermediate Stage 
(Spring, 2024): Schooling 
in a Future Society (SFS)



Students’ Intercultural Exchanges in SFS
• Course readings drawn from various contexts: 

Australia, Netherlands, UK, US, Singapore

• Reading group to share students’ diverse understanding 
and interpretation on the readings

• Carefully designed course discussions and activities to 
promote collaboration and intercultural understanding 
• Create a collaborative historical timeline of modern 

schooling
• A letter to your future child’s teacher

• Partner instructors’ significant contribution to build on 
and expand students’ understanding on the key ideas of 
the reading 



Example of Students’ Intercultural Exchanges in 
SFS

Reading group Partner instructor’s input in class



Example of Students’ Intercultural Exchanges in SFS: 
“A Letter to My Child’s Teacher”



What I Am Learning from The Course
• Learning from students’ diverse perspectives and ideas

• ‘Start small’ works! Instead of having a grand plan, adding/changing a small 
component in a form of quick, simple activity (e.g. 2-minute speech, reading group) 
can do much to facilitate students’ intercultural exchanges.

• To maximize students’ intercultural exchanges, it is desirable to take a student-
centered, participatory approach in teaching.

• Learning from partner instructor’s way and approach to teaching: A great 
professional development opportunity



Challenges I Have Encountered… (And How I 
Have Been Dealing With…)
• Much administrative work was needed to ‘officially’ invite the partner.

• Ask for and utilize the support from your institution: Letter of Invitation, classroom and 
technology arrangement, etc.

• Be strategic with choosing the partner: Choose the one you are comfortable to interact with and 
who understands your teaching philosophy and preferences.

• Difficulties with interacting with partner university’s students because of the necessity of additional 
administrative procedures and vastly different contexts of each institution
• The need for university-wise partnership and collaboration for running COIL courses
• Requires top-down support with bottom-up initiative

• Local students’ substantial variance in English proficiency and international exposure: COIL in 
Korean universities may exclude students who are interested in intercultural exchanges but lack 
confidence in English.
• Consider ways to address students’ worries about their English proficiency and promote 

interaction with foreigners, such as more opportunities to meet and interact with exchange 
students.

• More international components need to be integrated in the entire university/department 
curriculum, not just in a few courses.



Thank you!
감사합니다☺
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